
April 8, 2021

Dear AHES parents/guardians,

At the Board of Education’s Committee of the Whole meeting on Tuesday, April 6th,
Dr. Compton made the recommendation to move to a five-day (8:15am - 12:35pm),
in-person learning model effective the week of April 19th, 2021. This recommendation was
unanimously supported by the Board of Education members and subsequently supported
by Dr. Les Richens, the Monmouth County Superintendent of Schools.

Making a change like this, at this point of the year, requires a great deal of planning on the
part of administration, staff and families. For this reason we are sharing this information as
soon as it was approved so you can begin to plan accordingly. Beginning the week of April
19, 2021, here are what our two learning platforms will look like:

PreK - Gr. 6 In-person learning platform: Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday and
Friday from 8:15am to 12:35pm. The students will have a light 10 minute snack during the
day and have Grab n Go breakfast/lunches available, free of charge, for them to take home
and enjoy. All staff and students are required to wear a mask/face covering throughout the
day, unless a medical exemption has been granted.

PreK - Gr. 4 Virtual Only learning platform: Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday and
Friday students will be given 2.5 hours of independent/asynchronous learning activities to
complete and will be accountable for 1.5 hours (three 30 minute sessions) of LIVE
instruction in the afternoons between 1:30pm and 3:00pm (please note that the
kindergarten schedule varies slightly due to Circle Time). This is essentially the model we
have been using and we are just adding in Wednesdays. Exact schedules will be shared
with virtual students by April 16th.

Gr. 5 & 6 Virtual Only learning platform: Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday and
Friday between 8:35am - 12:30pm. The students will LIVE STREAM into their classrooms,
in real time. They will be part of the LIVE class that is taking place for all of their core
subjects and most of their related arts classes. They will have intermittent breaks built in
during the day and their day will end at the regular dismissal time of 12:35pm. Exact
schedules will be shared with virtual students by April 16th.

*PLEASE NOTE: Given our shortened days, we have less time for physical education
during the week and limited time for free play recess. All families are strongly encouraged to
take advantage of the lovely Spring/Summer weather and have their children get outside for
some free play in the afternoons. This will promote a healthier lifestyle and has been proven
to enhance children’s social and emotional well-being.

Being this schedule change is occurring in the middle of our Phase 5 learning period, we felt
it appropriate to give families an opportunity to change their child’s program selection if the



new schedule does not work well for your family. Whether your child is currently an
in-person student and you wish to move them to virtual only, or if your child is currently
virtual only and you wish to move them to in-person, you must request a change in their
programming by Wednesday, April 14th. You can request a shift in programming by
completing this form. Please be mindful that following this opportunity, there will only be one
more chance to switch your child to in-person learning which is at the beginning of Phase 6
(May 10th).

We are excited about the opportunity to bring our students back into the building five days
per week. With that being said, it is more important than ever that we all do our part to keep
our school community safe. Any individuals that display COVID-like symptoms or have been
exposed to a COVID positive individual should not come to the school building and should
seek medical attention. We encourage all families, students and staff to remain open and
transparent about these situations, as our goal is keep our school safe and operational
through the end of the year.

Thank you for your continued support over the last 12 months. This has not been an easy
journey for anyone in education; yet staff, students and families continue to show up every
day to prove our resilience and commitment to education.

Respectfully,
Mrs. Lori Skibinski Dr. Susan Compton
Principal Superintendent of Schools

https://forms.gle/zjuf1eZyNaHeHKRY9

